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Freire	 is	 an	 eloquent	 advocate	 of	 methodologies	 which	 change	 the	 learners’	 view	 of	 what	 reading	 and	



















































(1)	 understanding	 the	 purposes	 of	 reading,	 both	 explicit	 and	 implicit;	 (2)	 activating	 relevant	 background	
knowledge;	 (3)	 allocating	 attention	 so	 that	 concentration	 can	 be	 focused	 on	 the	 major	 content	 at	 the	
expense	 of	 trivia;	 (4)	 critical	 evaluation	 of	 content	 for	 internal	 consistency,	 and	 compatibility	 with	 prior	














the	 assumption	 that	 literacy	 in	 itself,	 autonomously,	 defined	 independently	 of	 cultural	 context	 and	
meaning,	will	have	effects,	creating	inequality	for	those	who	‘lack’	it	and	advantages	for	those	who	gain	it.	














































































So	 the	 Reciprocal	 Teaching	 is	 where	 everyone	 has	 a	 go	 at	 being	 a	 teacher.	 This	 should	 be	 done	 quite	
quickly.	You	can	have	an	open	and	honest	discussion	in	your	group	about	what	the	text	is	about,	with	the	
teacher	 making	 sure	 that	 everyone	 says	 something.	 	 During	 this	 time,	 if	 there	 are	 things	 you	 do	 not	
understand,	it’s	a	place	for	you	to	look	things	up	if	you	are	not	sure.	As	the	real	teacher,	I	will	be	circulating	
around	to	make	sure	you	are	behaving	and	doing	things	correctly	(.)	I	may	intervene	and	answer	any	other	
questions	you	may	have.	 Is	 that	OK?	 It	 is	an	amazingly	effective	technique	for	 improving	reading	(.)	Does	





























































































































































doing	 most	 of	 the	 cognitive	 work	 herself.	 The	 child	 participates	 first	 as	 a	 spectator,	 then	 as	 a	 novice	
responsible	 for	 very	 little	 of	 the	 actual	 work.	 As	 the	 child	 becomes	 more	 experienced	 and	 capable	 of	
performing	more	complex	aspects	of	the	task,	aspects	that	she	has	seen	modeled	by	adults	time	and	time	
again,	the	adult	gradually	cedes	her	greater	responsibility.	The	adult	and	child	come	to	share	the	cognitive	
work,	with	 the	 child	 taking	 initiative	 and	 the	 adult	 correcting	 and	 guiding	where	 she	 falters.	 Finally,	 the	

































































































The	 reciprocal	 teaching	method	 itself	 could	 be	 the	 prime	 reason	 for	 success.	 First,	 it	 involves	 extensive	
modeling	of	the	type	of	comprehension-fostering	and	comprehension-monitoring	activities	that	are	usually	difficult	































































































It	 appears	 that	 children	 who	 are	 delayed	 in	 reading	 require	 more	 than	 reading	 instruction.	 They	 need	
quality	 programmes	 across	 the	 curriculum	 characterized	 by	 staff	 development,	 congruence	with	 regular	
programmes,	 and	 ample	 time	 in	 which	 to	 learn	 and	 apply	 what	 has	 been	 taught.	 Such	 programs	 are	
grounded	 in	teachers’	understanding	of	 instructional	theory	and	research.	These	programmes	need	to	be	
matched	according	 to	where	 the	students	are,	proceed	according	 to	 the	competencies	 they	develop	and	
teach	explicitly	what	they	do	not	figure	out	on	their	own.	Such	instruction	would	be	ideal	for	all	students,	
but	it	appears	to	be	essential	for	delayed	readers.	(Gaskins	1998,	545)		
Although	writing	two	decades	ago,	Gaskins’	central	argument	is	more	pertinent	than	ever:	teachers	
need	to	be	aware	that	students	who	are	struggling	with	their	reading	and	in	other	ways	too	cannot	
be	‘cured’	by	‘autonomous	literacy	strategies’	like	Reciprocal	Teaching.	As	we	have	seen	by	
examining	my	own	teaching,	it	is	important	for	educational	writers	and	teachers	to	understand	that	
learning	is	a	complex	process	in	which	motivation	plays	a	central	role.	Crucially,	in	the	original	article	
which	propelled	Reciprocal	Teaching	onto	the	global	educational	stage,	it	is	clear,	as	I	have	shown,	
that	it	is	the	encouragement	of	a	teacher	who	models	how	to	read	and	comprehend	in	a	positive,	
responsive	and	spontaneous	fashion	which	is	vital	in	helping	struggling	readers.	Again,	this	is	lost	in	
successive	explanations	of	the	strategy,	and,	as	a	result,	teachers	feel	compelled	to	follow	a	set	of	
mechanistic	processes,	and	believe	that	if	things	go	wrong,	then	it	is	their	fault	for	not	implementing	
the	strategy	correctly.		
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